
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, March 14, 2022 

 

ROLL CALL –  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – February 28, 2022 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL –  

 

Patrick Bakeman:  Any info regarding the compost site?  Kevin Anderson indicated there is 

nothing to report at present but an announcement is forthcoming. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) – 

 

Diane Barrett-Curtis:  Comment regarding the Public Hearing.  She does not subscribe to the 

newspaper and was unable to find a notice concerning the meeting.  The lack of an ability to find 

something could indicate a lack of transparency.  Would like to see something available online. 

Becky Snook:  Question regarding how roads are chosen to be repaved. What is the process?  

Her interest was primarily Orchard Street.  Kevin Anderson indicated that streets are selected 

based on traffic volume, conditions or if utility work needs to be done. Work is also done to 

ensure that dollars are spent to impact each Ward. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) –  

 

None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS – Event Requests 

 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved approval of the events; seconded by 

Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

Town and Country Garden Club, Plant Sale, May 14, 2002 

Eggstravaganza, April 9, 2022 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1 & 2.  

A Public Hearing was held to gather input for a Michigan Natural Resource Grant for Elks Trail, 

Phase 1 – East 

A Public Hearing was also held to gather input for a Michigan Natural Resource Grant for Elks 

Trail, Phase 2 – West 

 



Diane Barrett-Curtis spoke and indicated she was in favor of the project.  The grant process was 

explained by Kevin Anderson. 

 

3. A Public Hearing was held to gather input for a Michigan Natural Resource Grant for Laylin 

Park improvements. 

 

RESOLUTIONS – 

 

1 & 2 

Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Gross offered and moved adoption of the resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac supports the submission of an application titled, “Elks Trail 

Development – East” to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for development of a 

pathway along the Dowagiac Creek starting at Riverside Drive and terminating with an overlook. 

The pathway will provide opportunities for recreation along Dowagiac Creek as well as wildlife 

viewing and overlooks along the pathway; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks 

and Recreation Plan; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in 

the amount of $92,690.00 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; and,  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The City of Dowagiac hereby authorizes 

submission of a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application for $356,500.00 and further 

resolves to make available its financial obligation amount of $92,690.00 (26%) of a total 

$356,500.00 project cost, during the 2022-2023 fiscal year.  

 

MOTION APPROVED.  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by The City of 

Dowagiac Council of The City of Dowagiac at their regular meeting held on March 14, 2022, at 

7:00 p.m. in Dowagiac, MI, with a quorum present.  

 

 

 

____________________________     Dated: _________________  

Clerk 

 

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac supports the submission of an application titled, “Elks Trail 

Development – West” to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for development of a 



pathway along the Dowagiac Creek starting at Schuur Park and terminating with an overlook. 

The pathway will provide opportunities for recreation along Dowagiac Creek as well as wildlife 

viewing and overlooks along the pathway; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks 

and Recreation Plan; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in 

the amount of $110,780.00 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; and,  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The City of Dowagiac hereby authorizes 

submission of a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application for $426,075.00 and further 

resolves to make available its financial obligation amount of $110,780.00 (26%) of a total 

$426,075.00 project cost, during the 2022-2023 fiscal year.  

 

APPROVED 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by The City of 

Dowagiac Council at their regular meeting held on March 14, 2022 at 7:00 pm in Dowagiac, MI 

with a quorum present.  

 

 

____________________________    Dated: _________________  

Clerk 

 

 

3. Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved adoption of the resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

 

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac supports the submission of an application titled, “Laylin 

Park Improvements” to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for improvements to Laylin 

Park as identified in the Laylin Park Master Plan prepared October 6, 2021.  The park 

improvements include new park amenities such as two playgrounds with a mix of natural 

features and small structures/elements, a 2,200' walking path circling the park, signage along the 

trail showing trail mileage, improvements to the existing basketball court, additional parking 

along the east side of the park for visitors, and park amenities such as benches and litter 

receptacles; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks 

and Recreation Plan; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Dowagiac is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in 

the amount of $105,490.00 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; and,  



 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The City of Dowagiac hereby authorizes 

submission of a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application for $405,490.00 and further 

resolves to make available its financial obligation amount of $105,490.00 (26%) of a total 

$405,490.00 project cost, during the 2022-2023 fiscal year.  

 

APPROVED 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by The City of 

Dowagiac Council of The City of Dowagiac at their regular meeting held on March 14, 2022, at 

7:00 p.m. in Dowagiac, MI, with a quorum present.  

 

 

 

____________________________     Dated: _________________  

Clerk 

 

4. Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the City has a greater likelihood of being awarded grant funding through MDOT’s 

2022 Critical Bridge Funding program if projects are coordinated with another municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Lawrence has similar projects and employs the same engineering firm 

who will coordinate the grant application and grant projects; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby approve an agreement with the Town of Lawrence for Teaming on 

projects that may qualify for 2022 Critical Bridge Funding and authorizes the City Manager to 

sign said agreement. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

______________________________  __________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adoption of the resolution; seconded by Mayor 

Pro-Tem Randy Gross. 

 

 

5. RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE LOCAL BRIDGE FUNDING GRANT 

APPLICATIONFOR THE CITY OF DOWAGIAC 

 



WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac supports the submission of an application for the FY 2025 

Michigan Department of Transportation, Local Bridge Funding for the S. Front Street, Lowe 

Street, Cass Avenue, Henry Street, and Riverside Drive bridges called the 2025 Bridges 

Preventative Maintenance Project as part of a multi-agency bridge bundling submittal. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is hereby making a financial commitment to the 2025 Bridges 

Preventative Maintenance Project to secure and commit the required matching funds for a Local 

Bridge Funding statewide grant request in 2025. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac hereby authorizes the City 

Manager to submit a FY 2025 Michigan Department of Transportation, Local Bridge Program 

for the 2025 Bridges Preventative Maintenance Project and further resolves to make available its 

financial obligation, during the 2025-2026 fiscal year.  

 

APPROVED 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by the City 

Council of the City of Dowagiac at their regular meeting held on March 14, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., 

with a quorum present.  

 

____________________________     Dated: _________________  

Clerk 

 

6. Councilmember Danielle Lucas offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Kurdelmeyer. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac owned, operated, and closed a landfill located on Nubour 

Road in Wayne Township, and; 

 

WHEREAS, part of the continuing responsibilities of the city is to maintain, monitor and inspect 

the gas monitoring system, and; 

 

WHEREAS, GHD has presented a 2021 proposal to provide services necessary to fulfill said 

responsibilities; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby approve an agreement with GHD and authorizes the City Manager 

to execute said agreement on behalf of the City of Dowagiac. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 



 

 

____________________________________  __________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

7. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved adoption of the resolution: seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is preparing to facilitate the redevelop properties on South 

Front Street that include property currently being use for Department of Public Services (DPS) 

operations, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is critical that City Council develop clear design and cost projections for the 

relocation of DPS operations, and; 

 

WHEREAS, The Barton Group has provided excellent owner’s representatives services for 

both the library and city in the past; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to contact with The Barton Group to 

serve as owner’s representative for the purpose of developing construction plans and estimated. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

ADOPTED 

 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

8. 

Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution;                                                 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

         

        

       
 

       
 

   Bill Sheet:  3/10/2022    

   EFT $47,923.10     

   Checks $166,774.90     

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to approve the following 

invoices and payroll. 



   ACH $7,855.35     

    $222,553.35     

    
    

         

   Payroll  $110,317.51     

        

   Total $332,870.86    

        
 

         

        

        

  PAYROLL  BILLS  TOTAL  

  $110,317.51  $222,553.35   $332,870.86  

        
 

         

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS – 

 

Patrick Bakeman:  Stated that he agreed with comments regarding the fact that Public Hearing 

information should be put online. 

Randy Gross:  Also stated he agreed that public hearing information should be put online. 

Bob Schuur:  Matt Stack is retiring and his retirement party is being held on Thursday, March 

17, 2022. 

 

RESOLUTIONS (continued)  

 

7:27 p.m. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and directed 

to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

ADOPT ED on a roll call vote. 

  

Ayes:  6   

Nays:  0    

Absent: 0 

Abstain: 0 

  

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

____________________________ ________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk  Date 



Closed session regarding real estate issues. 

 

ADJOURNMENT FROM CLOSED SESSION 7:52 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved adjournment from closed session; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:52 p.m. 

 

Approved unanimously 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _________________________ 

Don Lyons, Mayor     Date 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________  __________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

 

 


